York County Coroner's Office

Tania Zech, Coroner

3400 Concord Road York, PA 17402
(717) 840-7617 + 717-840-7618 (fax)

MEDIA RELEASE
Monday, June 15, 2026

NATURE OF RELEASE DATE OF DEATH
Skeletal Remains Identified in Penn Township 6/9/2026 19:24:00

INCIDENT LOCATION (where the coroner responded)
Old Ridge Rd x Ridge Ave
Penn Township

DECEDENT INFORMATION

Ben Matthew Garrett 37 yo male
Hanover Borough

CAUSE OF DEATH MANNER OF DEATH
Asphyxia by Hanging Suicide

* The York County Coroner's Office was dispatched to the area of Old Ridge Rd and Ridge Rd in Penn
Township, on Tuesday 6/9/26 at 7:24 pm, to respond for skeletal remains that were found in a wooded area
between two large farm fields. The remains were collected with the assistance of the York County Forensic
Team. Mercyhurst Forensic Anthropology Laboratory confirmed the dental records as Ben Garrett, 37 yo
male, who was reported missing in May of 2025 by his family. There is no concern for any foul play. There is
no concern to the community, as well as no connection between any previous remains that were found.

* Deputy Coroner Sarah Leonard and Coroner Tania Zech responded to the scene to investigate and certify
the death.

* Penn Township Police Department, Hanover Borough Police Department and the York County Forensic
Team are in investigating agencies.

* No autopsy will be performed, however, again, the assistance of Mercyhurst Forensic Anthropology
Laboratory conducted a dental record review and confirmed the identity.

No further information is available from this office

Due to constantly changing information, some details may not be completely
accurate and may be corrected as additional information becomes available
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